The Original Adventures of Hank the Cowdog
By John R. Erickson

What has four feet, a tail and goes ‘tick – tock?”

A watchdog!

“Guts, glory, danger, and sacrifice are all in a day’s work for Hank the Cowdog, Head of Ranch Security.”  Author John Erickson began writing Hank stories for The Cattleman magazine while he was a cowboy on the LZ ranch near Perryton, Texas.  His stories became so popular with children as well as adults that in the past 20 years, he has written 42 different Hank adventures.  
Some of the concepts that will be developed in this unit include understanding the literary element of fantasy, the comprehension strategy summarization, word choice, understanding the writing technique of voice, cowboy songs and poetry, word families, using the Internet and making a database.  We suggest that you begin with the whole class discussion Understanding Fantasy activity.  Follow with the center activities that you have introduced to the large group or in the small guided reading group.  We suggest that some activities are best used before (B) reading the book, some during (D) the reading and some after (A) you have completed reading The Original Adventures of Hank the Cowdog.  Some activities can be used whenever you feel they are most appropriate (BDA.)
Teacher Directed Center

Literary Element - Fantasy

Fantasy author Lloyd Alexander says, “if the work contains an element of the impossible (at least as we currently understand the world), we classify it as fantasy.”
  When writing fantasy, the author tries to make the reader “suspend disbelief.”  In other words, the author wants the reader to ignore what he knows about how the world works and belief the impossible.  To do that, the author uses many techniques, including often writing in the first person.  The reader wants to believe what is happening when the main character says, “I was there, this is what happened, and I saw it.”  Help your students understand the power of first person by reading Dr. Seuss’ To Think That I Saw It On Mulberry Street.
Have students try to convenience their fellow students that the following scenarios really happened to them.  Talk about what is the fantasy and what could really be happening.
· Went fishing and caught a purple and yellow fish that was as long as your arms, you let him go when he begged for his freedom and promised to grant three wishes
· Went to McDonalds for your birthday, was the 1,000th customer and won free Big Macs for life.

· Went to the ball game, caught the winning ball, was called to the pitcher’s mound to meet your favorite player.
· Went to the beach, found a note in a bottle that had a map to a buried treasure, followed the map and found a magic lamp with a genie inside.

· Overheard my dog telling myr cat to quite drinking his water and drink his own, my cat said, “I prefer dog water because it makes my coat shine.”
· Walked into my room just as my toys were hurrying to get back into the toy box.
· Heard the picture of my grandmother talking to the picture of my grandpa.

Read Aloud

We encourage teachers to read aloud to their students as students need to hear what good reading sounds like:  expressive, cohesive, fluent and dramatic.  Read alouds are motivational for readers of any ability but are especially important for struggling readers and non-English speaking readers.  Read alouds create background knowledge, provide reading role models, increase vocabulary, and help students construct meaning from text above their reading level.
  

The Original Adventures of Hank the Cowdog belongs to a sub-genre of fantasy called animal fantasy.  In animal fantasy, animals can talk and think like humans, usually the humans, if there are any, can’t hear them.   Other examples of animal fantasy that make great read alouds include:

· Stay! : Keeper's Story by Lois Lowry.  If you don’t know Keeper, you will really enjoy it.  Keeper is also written by a dog; however, he is a city dog.  It would make an excellent comparison story for the Hank book.  You might even want the students to keep a Venn diagram.  On the other hand, you might just want them to enjoy listening to the story.
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· Babe: The Gallant Pig by Dick King-Smith.  Babe has also been made into a popular movie.
· The Incredible Journey by Sheila Burnford.   This is a wonderful story about two dogs and a cat who after a long a dangerous trip across mountains, find their way back home.  There have been two movies made of this book.
· Sylvester and the Magic Pebble by William Steig, 1970.  This Caldecott Medal award winning book is truly a delightful fantasy about wishes, friends and family.  

· Charlotte’s Web by E. B. White.  Charlotte’s Web is probably the best example of animal fantasy available.  It too has been made into a movie.  After reading the book and viewing the movie have students vote on which they like better.  If your class is like other classes, they will like the book better!  Chalk another one up for reading!
· The Wind in the Willows by Kenneth Grahame.  This classic story of Mr. Toad's escapades is a timeless joy for all ages.  The musical Christmas chapter makes a delightful holiday read.  The Disney "Mr. Toad" cartoons is loosely based on this book.  Note that it is illustrated by Ernest Shepard, illustrator of Winnie the Pooh.
· Redwall by Brian Jacques.  This is the first of the Redwall series.  It is the story of a little mouse named Matthias who lived in Redwall Abbey and dreams of being a hero.
· Bunnicula:  A Rabbit-Tale of Mystery by Deborah Howe and James Howe.  I love these books! They are so imaginative!  The story is told from the point of view of a dog named Harold about a strange rabbit who comes to live with the family.  The family a cat, Chester, becomes distraught and fears for the safety of the family when he finds a tomato in the kitchen that has been sucked dry and colorless.
If you like mysteries, you might read one of Rita Mae Brown and coauthor Sneaky Pie Brown’s novels.  In this popular series, the cat Mrs. Murphy and her dog pals help solve the mystery.  Be sure to share with your students what you are reading so you can model that reading is an enjoyable activity for you.  

Understanding Voice

In Chapter Six Buzzards, the conversation between Hank and the two buzzards is a natural section to help students identify what voice means.  Either read the passage out loud or have three different students read the three different characters in parts.  When students identify voice in their reading they will be able to have their voice come out as they write.  For a ready to print poster about voice go to The Reading Lady @ http://www.readinglady.com/Six_Trait_Writing/index.html. 
Have students experience how the author brought voice to the story.  Write just the facts of a passage.  The facts maybe:

1. Hank is bothered by two buzzards.

2. The buzzards take off the rope and chicken head from around Hank’s neck.

3. The buzzards fight over the chicken head and loose the head to a chicken hawk.

Ask the students: how does the author bring voice and personality to the writing?  The passage is much richer than the basic facts.  Ask your students to identify what the author did to make readers want to finish reading the chapter?

There are student activity cards with additional three sentences to provide students opportunities to practice expanding base line stories.  Students are asked to take boring beginning, middle and ending sentences stories and elaborate by adding words, phrases and sentences.  
Comprehension Strategy - Summarizing

Good readers stop during or after reading to consider the main points and reflect on the importance of the text.  Summarizing is recording events, information and ideas in a few sentences.
  When using the summarizing strategy, students record responses to statements such as:

· Tell the important information and leave out the details 

· This story is mostly about.... 

· The main idea is.... 

· The author is saying... 

This is an excellent technique to use with a book such as The Original Adventures of Hank the Cowdog because students need to remember what happened in each chapter as it leads to the conclusion.  Give the students sticky notes and as you read with them, model how to record the main ideas on individual sticky notes.  Remind the students that they are summarizing and they do not have to use complete sentences.  At the end of each chapter, refer to the stickies and ask students to verbally recount what the main events of the chapter were.

Sample for Chapter 1:  of these notes, what is the most important thing to remember?  

	Hank the Cowdog is head of ranch security
	Hank and friend Drover hear coyotes and return howl for howl


	Hank goes to bed, Drover finds dead chicken

	Drover thinks the tracks are coyote


	Hank thinks the tracks are ‘coon’
	Hank attacks ‘coon’ or porcupine




Download and print the Summarize Poster from Reading Strategies @ http://www.cccoe.net/tdf/Beltramo/rs/lesson.html.  Post it in the Library Center.

Library Center
Author Study

Set up an author corner in you classroom library.  Display books by John R. Erickson as well as other books about ranching and dogs.  Post a map of Texas and label where Erickson was a ranch hand, the capital and other landmarks the students feel important.  Make a poster that says, “Write about something you know. Try to leave your readers better off than they were before. John R. Erickson.”  If possible, have a computer with Internet access in the library area.

Tour the Official Hank the Cowdog web site with the students highlighting “Meet John Erickson.”  Discuss the following words and phrases:
· “knack for spinning a yarn” 
· West Texas Panhandle

· dog biscuits and gravy

· self publishing

· Hank-a-holics

· “Reading is to the mind what food is to the body.” President George W. Bush

Official Hank the Cowdog Site http://www.hankthecowdog.com/ 

Self-Selected

Arrange a selection of Hank books and other cowboy related books in your library center.  

There are currently 42 Hank the Cowdog adventures.  For a complete list, check out the Official Hank the Cowdog site @ http://www.hankthecowdog.com/books/collection.htm. You may want to include audio versions of the Hank books also.  The Reading Lady has three very nice checklists for conferencing with students about the books they read.  Check out Four Blocks Downloads @ http://www.readinglady.com/Downloads/Four_Blocks/four_blocks.html 
These are some of our favorites:

Fiction

Armadillo Rodeo by Jan Brett, AR 3.4

The Good, the Bad, and the Goofy by Jon Scieszka, AR 3.8

Cowboy and the Black-Eyed Pea by Tony Johnston (Princess and the Pea) RL 5.1

Why Cowboys Sleep With Their Boots On by Laurie Lazzaro Knowlton, AR 3.2

Why Cowboys Need a Brand by Laurie Lazzaro Knowlton, AR 3.4

Why Cowboys Need a Pardner by Laurie Lazzaro Knowlton, AR 4.2

Cowboy Ghost by Robert Newton Peck, AR 4.5

Non-Fiction

Cowboy Alphabet for Grown Ups and Young’uns Too by James Rice, RL 5.6
Cow Dogs:  The Cowboy’s Best Friend by David R. Stoecklein RL 5.7

Roll On, Little Dogies:  Songs & Activities for Young Cowpokers by Meghan Merker and Nate Brown

You may also want to include any of the Read Aloud selections from Activity # 2.
To Tell The Truth 
Students sometimes have a difficult time distinguishing between fact and fantasy – what could happen in the real world and what could only happen in a fantasy world.  Have the students keep a log for one chapter in The Original Adventures of Hank the Cowdog that records fact and fantasy.  Remind students that authors, who write fantasy, usually write about things that can really happen and just insert the make-believe or fantasy to add spice.  Notice that the fantasy involves an animal behaving like a human.  
Sample log for Chapter 1

	Event
	Real / Fantasy
	Page #

	Murder on ranch
	Real
	1

	Hank is Head of Ranch Security 
	Fantasy
	1

	Coyotes yapping
	Real
	2

	Dog barking and yapping
	Real
	3

	Loper yells
	Real
	3

	Loper fires gun
	Real
	3

	Dog goes to bed
	Real
	4

	Dog dreams
	Real
	4

	Drover jumps and squeals
	Real
	5

	Drover talks to Hank
	Fantasy
	6

	Hank talks to Drover
	Fantasy
	6

	Drover finds dead chicken
	Real
	6

	Coyote tracks at chicken house
	Real
	7

	Hank thinks tracks are ‘coon’
	Fantasy
	8

	Hank and Drover make a plan to capture the ‘coon’
	Fantasy
	9

	Hank attacks a porcupine
	Real
	10


Writing Center

Teacher Directed:  Comprehension - Determine Author’s Purpose
Author John R. Erickson characterizes Hank as a dog continually trying out new words or sharing with the reader new information.  Taking clues from Hank there are activates that maybe interesting to try.

In chapter 8 he had ‘dog wisdom.’  “Never bite if you can bark; never bark if you can growl; never growl if you can talk; and never talk if you can run.”  Can you think of other rules that would fit into a Hank’s dog wisdom book?  As you are reading the story can you guess Hank’s dog wisdom about coyotes, porcupines, and dealing with cats?  Keep track of the dog wisdom on bone shaped paper.  

Hankisms are also fun to keep.  These are thoughts by Hank that are different from the way other people think.  Look at how Hank defines stake-out.  He defines it according to the dictionary which is a lot different than the way the police use the word.  Put the Hankisms on the bone shaped paper also.
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Cowboy Songs

"The singing was supposed to soothe the cattle and it did... The two men on guard would circle around with their horses on a walk, if it was a clear night and the cattle was bedded down and quiet, and one man would sing a verse of a song, and his partner on the other side of the herd would sing another verse; and you'd go through a whole song that way...”  Teddy Blue Abbott 
        
Hank certainly enjoyed a good song when he sang with the coyotes.  Read Cowboys, click on the word ‘singing’ and read the lyrics to the songs listed.  Notice that many cowboy songs are ballads – they tell a story. You can listen and sing along to I Ride an Old Paint at American Midis.  
· Cowboys http://www.pbs.org/weta/thewest/program/episodes/five/cowboys.htm 
· Songs of the Plains:  A Selection of Cowboy Folk Songs http://www.pbs.org/weta/thewest/resources/archives/five/songs.htm 

· American Midis http://www.bardstown.com/~mtipton/american/american.html 

Finish Hank’s song.  On page 91, Hank enjoys singing with the coyotes but he can’t remember the last line.  Have the students complete the song and write it on the sheet music for Yellow Rose of Texas, as most any poem can be sung to that tune.  

A word of warning:  According to legend, the original “yellow rose” was Emily West.  There are a couple of different accounts of the Emily West story; some of them are PG13!  As legends stem from the oral tradition, you may wish to tell the students the story in your own words. You can download a copy of the sheet music and read Emily’s story at the following sites:

· Yellow Rose of Texas Sheet Music and lyrics (plus the legend) http://www.texancultures.utsa.edu/publications/yellowrose/yellowrose.htm  
· Legend of the Yellow Rose http://alamo-de-parras.welkin.org/archives/yellowrose/yelrose.html 

· Emily West http://www.tsl.state.tx.us/treasures/characters/west.html
You also might find the article from Reading Online helpful.

· Song Lyrics as Texts to Develop Critical Literacy http://www.readingonline.org/articles/art_index.asp?HREF=/articles/lloyd/ 
Hank’s CD’s are available at the Official Hank the Cowdog site.
Building Vocabulary Center
Spelling and Vocabulary
	Chapter 1
	Chapter 2
	Chapter 3
	Chapter 4

	dedicate

dedicated

dedication

deduct

deduction

command

comment

commit

common

communicate

*If you can spell the words above try the word below:

commander

commence

committee

commonplace

communication
	*Some of the words that shows Hank was upset or angry would be:

inflamed

temper

muttered

wrathful

angry

rage

enraged
	*Other words for big:

big

huge

enormous

monster 

monstrous

immense

vast

giant

large

massive

*Antonym for big:

small

tiny

petite

undersized

miniature

teeny
	hitched

switched

snitched

pitched

bewitched

stitched

	Chapter 5
	Chapter 6
	Chapter 7
	Chapter 8

	term

terminal

termite

mine

minor

terminology

biology
	comfort

comforts

comforted

comforting

comfortable


	city

citizen

citizenship

civil

civilian

civilization

uncivilized
	verse

converse

conversation

convert

convertible

convention

conventional

detect

deter

detergent

determined

determination

	Chapter 9
	Chapter 10
	Chapter 11
	Chapter 12

	response

ability

abilities

responsibilities

count

counter

countless

country

countries
	*Relative words:

husband

wife

daughter

son

cousin

uncle

aunt

grandparent
	harm

harmful

harmless

harmony

harmonica

harmonize


	satin

satisfy

satisfied

satisfying

satisfaction

satisfactory




Technology Center

Cowboy Shapes
Teacher:  a cowboy’s bandana is not just for looks.  Have the students go to the Diamond R Ranch Cowboy Quiz @ http://www.cowboyhalloffame.org/diamondr/prin_quiz_solu.html to learn about some other uses for the bandana.  Then, in the technology center have the students make various shapes and models by folding their bandanas.   

· For inexpensive bandanas, check out the Oriental Trading Company @ http://www.orientaltrading.com, Search for bandana.

open
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                               fold

open
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                       fold
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Challenge the students to make these basic shapes by folding their bandanas differently.   Have your students to think of other things they could make out of their bandanas.  You can also have the students find the perimeter and area of the different shapes.
Cyberhunts

Help students learn about ranch life and the Internet by completing a Cyberhunt.  Students will be guided to Internet sites in order to answer questions about ranching.   I’ve included two different Cyberhunts; Home on the Range and Cattle Brands.  Of the two, Home on the Range is the easier as all of the answers are found on one Internet site.  The answers to Cattle Brands are found on different Internet sites and require the student to use higher level thinking skills and to create their own brands.   You might want to introduce cattle brands to your class by viewing the Texas Cattle Irons History site.  

· Texas Cattle Brands  http://www.bbqblanton.com/texascattleirons.htm 
You choose which one is most appropriate for your students.  Note:  I suggest using a program such as Paint to create the brand; however, you could have the students simply draw their brand with paper and pencil.  You could also have the students make a potato print of their brand and use it to stamp their papers or to make a display of class brands.
· Potato Print http://pbskids.org/zoom/do/potatoprintwrappingp.html 
Paw Prints

Hank had two bad experiences because he was maybe not the tracker he thought he was.  If he would have checked out the website, Animal Tracks – Mammals @ http://www.bear-tracker.com/mammals.html, he would have saved himself from two painful experiences. 
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Look at the detail of the paw prints.  What is the difference between the raccoon’s print and the porcupine?  I found the badger paw prints at EEK!  Follow That Footprint @  http://www.dnr.state.wi.us/org/caer/ce/eek/nature/track.htm.  Compare the foot print of the badger with the skunk.  What difference do you see in the two prints that would have helped Hank in his tracking ability?

Some of the footprints are saved by making a plaster of Paris mold.  Mold of the students’ hand prints can be made.  Students can see how the forest rangers make these molds.  Students press their hands into fine, wet sand.  Follow the directions on the plaster of Paris powder adding the correct amount of water. Stir and pour on the hand print.  Something about letting it set up?
Parent / Home Connection

Internet Safety - Email
Probably the number one worry parents have about their children using the Internet is that their child will become involved in inappropriate or even dangerous discussions and e-mail.  However, appropriate use of the Internet and e-mail is very efficient and beneficial.  Modify the following letter to meet your needs.
Dear Parents:


We are reading the Original Hank the Cowdog by John Erickson.  Please ask your child to give you a summary of the book.  We have been working on the comprehension skill of summarizing.  You might enjoy going to the Official Hank the Cowdog web site @  http://www.hankthecowdog.com and having your child tell you about John Erickson.  There are also some great word games you and your child can play.

There is so much wonderful information and fun to be had on the Internet, but as you know, there are also inappropriate and potentially dangerous sites.  This is an excellent opportunity for you to talk to your youngster about Internet safety.  SafeKids @ http://www.safekids.com/ is an excellent resource for families.  After reading the guidelines for parents, read the Kids Rules.  Print a copy of the Family Contract, sign it and post it by your computer as suggested.  

Go to Rancher’s Postcards @ http://www.ranchers.net/postcard/  Have your child choose a card and write to me.  Have him/her include one important safety rule he/she learned.  My e-mail address is ____________________________.


Thank you for taking time to talk to your child about Internet safety.  We all want children to be able to use the Internet for educational and entertainment purposes, but we want them to be safe.






Sincerely,







Your child’s teacher
Additional Internet Sites

For Teachers 

· Have your students complete Hank’s Rhyme Time.  Hank’s Rhyme Time http://www.hankthecowdog.com/game/rhyme/rhyme.htm
· It always amazes me to see how much music is available on the Internet!  The Music Room offers some great cowboy music.  Please take time to introduce your students to Aaron Copland.  Cowboys  http://www.empire.k12.ca.us/capistrano/mike/capmusic/the_wild_west/cowboys/cowboys.htm 
· Visit the American Kennel Club.  There are neat videos of various dog breeds, information about caring for your dog plus lots more.  American Kennel Club  http://www.akc.org/ 
For Students
· Play games at the Official Hank the Cowdog site.  Hank the Cowdog http://www.hankthecowdog.com/game/games.htm 

· Can you name that breed?  Take the quiz at Kids’ Corner and play other ‘doggie’ games.  American Kennel Club @ http://www.akc.org/love/dah/kidskorn/kidscorner.cfm 
· Go to America’s Library to learn about the life of a cowboy.  Student’s can view movies about the cowboy’s work including branding.  Buckaroos @ http://www.americaslibrary.gov/cgi-bin/page.cgi/sh/cowboy#more 

· Take a virtual field trip to the Diamond R Ranch to meet the cowhands, play games, sing with the cowboys, and take a tour.  Diamond R Ranch @ http://www.cowboyhalloffame.org/diamondr/index.html  

The Original Adventures of Hank the Cowdog

AR Quiz  #5222 - Points 3.0

	Student Name
	
	
	

	AR Quiz
	
	
	

	Teacher Directed Center
	

	Literary Element - Fantasy
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Read Aloud
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Understanding Voice
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Comprehension – Summarizing
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Library Center
	Began
	Completed
	Began
	Completed
	Began
	Completed

	Author Study
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Self- Selected
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Tell the Truth
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Writing Center
	

	Hankisms
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Cowboy Songs
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Building Vocabulary Center
	

	Spelling Vocabulary
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Technology Center
	

	Cowboy Shapes
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Cyberhunt
	
	
	
	
	
	

	 - Home on Range
	
	
	
	
	
	

	 - Cattle Brands
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Paw Prints 
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Parent / Home
	
	
	
	
	
	





Fold your bandana into a rectangle and wrap it around your hot coffee mug to keep your hands from being burned.





Fold your bandana in half again making a square.  Use it for a hot pad while cooking over the open fire. 





The triangle has many uses while the cowboy is on the open range.  First, tie it around you neck so you can quickly pull it over your mouth and nose to protect yourself from the dust.  If it is hot, pour a little water on it and tie it on your head under your cowboy hat for an instant air conditioner.
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