Activities That Can Be Done with Students’ Names

Literacy Activities 
by Roxie Peterson 

Letters or Words
Objective: 
The student will distinguish between letters and words.  Students will realize when letters are grouped together they make words. 

Materials: 
                  Set of alphabet cards 
                  Chart Paper 

Procedure: 

1.  Hand out the alphabet cards in order, one to a child.  Have each      child, as he or she gets a card, stand in line at the front of the room. 

2.  Ask each child to step forward as you call out his or her letter. 
Reinforce that a letter is a different thing from a word. 

3.  Now choose one of the children's names to use as an example -- 
for instance, Sue. Write the name Sue on chart paper.  Ask children to look at the letters you have written and ask the three children who are holding the cards for the letters S-U-E to step away from the line and stand together.  Tell children that those three letters standing together make a word and the word is Sue.  

4. Use a few other names, repeating the process.  If there is time, try using the same procedure with words from your word wall. 

Picture Below to show!!


Mia

http://www.coe.iup.edu/worldofkindergarten/names.html
Website from Amanda

Write each student’s name on piece of construction paper in large print.  Have the students cut pieces of yarn and glue them onto their name.  This will help them recognize the shapes of letters and to know what letters make up their name.  When they are done, they can trace over their name and it will provide sensory stimulation while learning their name.

Denice Schofield

Make “name” necklaces, using a small piece of sentence strip with their name on it, tied up as a necklace with a length of yarn.

1.
Make a “name” chart. Give each child an 8” long piece of sentence strip with their name on it in black marker. Have them color it “nicely”. Glue all of the names onto a large piece of butcher paper, hang it in the hallway for all the school to see.

2.
Make name puzzles. Take each child’s name, write it on an 8” long piece of sentence strip. Write it again on another piece, and this time cut between the letters. The children get to put the names back together. Very good for beginning phonemic awareness in young children.  Make “name” necklaces, using a small piece of sentence strip with their name on it, tied up as a necklace with a length of yarn.  2. Make a “name” chart. Give each child an 8” long piece of sentence strip with their name on it in black marker. Have them color it “nicely”. Glue all of the names onto a large piece of butcher paper, hang it in the hallway for all the school to see.

3. Make name puzzles. Take each child’s name, write it on an 8” long piece of sentence strip. Write it again on another piece, and this time cut between the letters. The children get to put the names back together. Very good for beginning phonemic awareness in young children.

4.  Use magnetic letters at a station, have students practice

Make a name mobile, have students cut out letters in their name to make the

mobile

5.  Name poem:  Make up something for the beginning of each letter in their name.  

Amber Kruse

To use student’s names and rhyming have the students say the first letter of their name, then their name, and then say something else like..(and I like..) (it rhymes with..) 

For example:

A my name is Allison and I like animals.

B my name is Billy and I like Bugs.

or

C my name is Curt and that rhymes with dirt.

Jill

Here is my idea for activity with name.  Give child their name like you did in the envelope.  Give each child a shallow pan of rice with the magnet letters for their name.  Child must find the letters for their name and then take name card and letters to magnet surface and assemble their names.
 

Another idea.  Give each individual student the letters of their name on identically sized squares.  Then have them assemble their name vertically and graph the height of their name.  Whose is the tallest?  Whose is the shortest?  Rank in order by height.  Are there any names that are the same length.
 

Carol Uecker
An activity that would be good for this would be have the students sing their names in different pitches.  Have students sing in a high voice “My name is (whatever their name is)”.  Then have the students sing in a low voice.  You could use this for role call.

Brad

You can use the children’s name to teach them about syllables(how many times

your mouth opens).  ex.  Emily has 3 syllables Em/i/ly.   Brad has 1 , Brad

Emily

I think that a fun activity to do would to tell them to make their name into a picture.  You could provide an example, or just let them come up with their own.  I for example could make a door with a mat in from of it with my name in the center.  Or else, they could use simple words to stand for each of the letters in their name.  

Matt 

I like the activity/song: “Who Stole the Cookies From the Cookie Jar?”

This could be used to excuse kids from circle time or for taking attendance.

Who stole the cookies from the cookie jar?

Emily stole the cookies from the cookie jar.

Who me? 

Yes you. 

Couldn’t be..

Then who??

Amber stole the cookies...

Emily Martian

How many words can you make with the letters in your name? 

ERIN 

· in 

· i think my name’s kind of short for this one... 

Words beginning with each letter of your name...

ERIN 

· eat, elephant, 

· ride, rest, reel

· it, igloo, iris

· no, nest, net, not

If a name has five letters, you could sing to the tune of BINGO..  There was a girl who had a name and Vicki was her name-o.. v-i-c-k-i..  or something!!!!

Erin

· I could always have the children practice writing other words, or rearranging their names.  You could even have them try to spell them backwards and involve color or cutting too!

· I could cut out the letters for each one of their names and glue them to blocks, and then give them each their ‘name’ blocks and practice rearranging, etc...

· As a class, we could think of a word for the first letter of each child’s name, or have them think of words that start with the separate letters of their own names.

Karen

I think that two good ideas for having kindergarten students practice writing their name are to have them write their name in shaving creme or pudding.  Another idea, that I saw my God-daughter doing, is having the children stand up and “draw” the letters to their name in the air in front of them.  Make the shapes of the letters with their hands and pointer fingers and see if they spell out their name.

Tonya

For my idea with the names, I came up with this.  Using stencils you could have them trace their names to write it.  Or else have them make stencils from their names.

Angela Bosch

