Case Study 

Title:  Bobby’s Science Fair Project


Bobby is a 5th grade student in a classroom of 28 students.  He is an average student who is an avid reader and loves writing.  His least favorite subject is science and the Science Fair is looming ahead in just three short months.  Bobby wishes everyone would leave him alone and let him read.  He especially enjoys factual books about animals and far-off places.  He often daydreams about exploring unknown territories, meeting up with strange creatures under the sea, and writing about his exploits in a journal.  He would like to be a writer someday.  He sees little importance in the science fair, much to his parents’ dismay – not to mention Mr. Ramsey, his teacher!  

Mr. Ramsey has provided the class with suggestions for topics, the format for problem-solving and demonstration topics, and has written letters home to provide parents with as much information as possible so they can help with the projects at home.  


Mr. Ramsey feels the science fair is a good opportunity for students to display their projects in creative and unusual formats.  He is willing to put in extra time with students after school to help with the projects.  He has been teaching for 10 years and is currently working on a masters degree in administration.  He is a cub scout leader and active in various community groups. 

Booker T. Washington Elementary School is known throughout the district for the fantastic display of science fair projects and the sophisticated levels of knowledge shown by the students as they explain their projects to those in attendance at the fair.  The community is very proud of the number of students who advance to the regional science fair. 


Students in 5th grade are encouraged to work in pairs for the science fair.  This year the class has an even number of students so Mr. Ramsey is anticipating that this part of the preparation will go smoothly and will result in 14 outstanding science fair projects from his room.   


Mr. Ramsey knows that Bobby hasn’t started his project.  It is difficult to remain patient with Bobby since the boy seems very unconcerned about the Science Fair and not interested in beginning.  When the project is mentioned, Bobby quickly retreats into a book, changes the subject or asks to go to the restroom.  Bobby is falling behind.  


Based on what you know about the theory of multiple intelligences, current best practices in education, and knowledge of learning styles, what would you advise Mr. Ramsey to do as he tries to prepare Bobby for the science fair.  (Remember to use Bobby’s strengths as a way to address his lack of interest in science.)   

