Case Study Solution
(Sample)

Title of Case Study:  The Dilemma of the Nursing Home Program

Grade Level: 4th Grade
Contextual Information:  
4th Grade Elementary Classroom with 25 students, 12 females, 13 males.  Three students are identified as special needs:  1 learning disability, 1 behavior disorder, and 1 moderately mentally impaired.

One para assigned to MMI student.  One child is Native American, two children are Hispanic, two children are African American with the rest Caucasian.  The teacher, Mrs. Jeffries, is a veteran teacher of 15 years.

Issues to be Resolved:

How can Mrs. Jeffries include all students in the end-of-year performance at a local nursing home, taking into account that several of the children are struggling readers and very self-conscious about reading in front of an audience?  The program usually includes children reading essays they have written, reciting poetry, and performing a skit.  
School Factors that Impact Situation:

Because of budget cuts, Mrs. Jeffries only has a paraprofessional in the classroom for 1.5 hours per day.  Because of scheduling issues, she has to have reading in the afternoon if she wants to have the para, Miss Evans, present during that class.  Mr. Jones, the principal, is supportive, but is of the opinion that she should just “do what she can” and be happy with the effort.  He suggests she do the program at the nursing home, but just assign choral parts to the students who can’t read well.  
Home Factors that Impact Situation:

Parents of five of the struggling readers are very supportive and willing to do whatever is asked of them.  
Community Factors that Impact Situation:

The annual program at the nursing home is well attended by residents, staff, volunteers and other community members.  Several grandmas and grandpas of 4th graders are always in the audience!  With so many children having reading difficulties, she isn’t sure if she should continue this practice for fear of embarrassing the children in front of family and friends.

Classroom Factors that Impact Situation:

Mr. Pete is the special education paraprofessional assigned to the MMI student.  He loves reading and writing and has offered to help in anyway that he can.  Miss Evans thinks the program at the nursing home is taking up a lot of valuable class time and the time could be better spent “just doing work from the book.”
Characteristics of Student(s):

7 students read at levels that are at least two grade levels behind

1 student is a non-reader

2 students are ESL learners 

6 students are reading at 8th grade levels or higher

Students get along well and generally follow room rules

Students seem generally accepting of each other’s differences

Characteristics of Teacher:

Fifteen year veteran of the elementary classroom  

Masters degree in teaching and learning

Involved in church, school and other community groups
Characteristics of Curriculum:

Curriculum is based on the state standards.

Reading series is part of a district wide series.

Writing and speaking are integral parts of the reading curriculum.

Solutions:  (When looking for solutions, consider the following…)
1. What role does the theory of MI play in this situation?

2. Which theory of child development could you use to identify solutions?

3. What resources are readily available in the school?

4. What resources could be called upon in the community?

5. How can Mr. Pete’s schedule be manipulated to maximize his efforts with the children?

6. How can Miss Evans’ schedule be manipulated to maximize her time with the children?
7. What can be done about Miss Evans’ attitude?

8. How will all children be included and have meaningful parts in the program?

a. Identify individual strengths

b. Identify individual areas of interest

c. Identify individual areas of weakness/concern

d. Identify a variety of performance types to be included in the program that will allow all children to shine in their area of expertise.
e. Match children’s MI area with MI activity for performance.



Example:  Maria will play her recital piece.



Example:  Tim will demonstrate martial arts moves.


          Example:  Tiffany will tell about her insect collection.  

Reflections:

What worked?  What didn’t work?

What did I learn as a result of this exercise?

Have I seen a real case scenario like the one above?  How was it solved?    

Which educational “buzz words” did I use?  Appropriate?  Not?

Other:  (This could be where you would list additional information that doesn’t fit elsewhere or it could be where you list the resources you used as your group solved this case study.)
Resource for this template:  Redman, G.L. (2003) A casebook for exploring diversity (2nd ed.).  Upper Saddle River, NJ: Merrill Prentice Hall. 

