Reading Decoding- ability to identify letters and pronounce words of gradually increasing difficulty.  

Problems that can occur under the learning disability- Basic Reading skills

· Slow reading rate 

· Poor tracking skills (skipping words)

· Lacks word/letter recognition

· Struggles with properties of words (Capitals, Word Families, Proper Names)

· Difficulty to identify letters

· Difficulty pronouncing words of gradually increasing difficulty

Activities
· Word Families- put big cutout on board and have the students match cards with words on them to the correct word family
· Blending Words:  
· On the overhead projector:  These letters have been cut from a die-cutter out of transparent colored report covers.  Students can made up words put letters on the overhead. By removing and adding letters on the overhead, they can practice word patterns.
· Make the blend letters on a card and put it on a sentence strip holder. Then I have the endings on other cards. Take bl for example.    (bl  ack ,  bl  ue,  bl  ouse,  bl  ow,  bl  iss ...)
· Sight words and letter recognition:

· Beach Ball Words:  Take a beach ball and divide it into sections and write words, letters, etc. on it. The students throw the ball to one another. They have to name the word that their pointing finger is touching.

· Raised Letters:  Students receive pages with the words outlined in block letters. Students can then color each letter and/or practice writing and saying the words. There are also raised letters on the back of some flash cards for students to trace with their fingers.   (foam, sand, or cotton)
· Shaving Cream:  Spray some shaving cream on a slick surface and have students write the sight word in the shaving cream using their finger. To "erase" all you have to do is smear some more shaving cream.

· Scrabble:  Students could use the letter blocks to build their sight words in the form of a game.

· Body Words:  Students will get into groups and go to their assigned areas in the classroom. Here they look at a list of sight words. Then work together as a group to form their bodies into different sight words.

Resources:
· Crawley, Sharon and Merritt, King. (2004)  Remediating Reading Difficulities, New York, NY: McGraw-Hill Companies. Inc.  

· http://www.courses.dsu.edu/learningtools/
