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Writing   Written Communications and Writing-Intensive Course Checklist 
(IGR Goal #2 and Part III. Major Area Writing Intensive Requirement)
	The checklist is designed to help you assess your written communications and/or writing-intensive courses and syllabi. The checklist covers two parts:  Requirements for the Course and Requirements for the Syllabus. To meet DSU’s course expectations, your course must meet all requirements. Please submit the completed checklist and the course syllabus to the Assessment Committee. 

Course: _____________________________________    Faculty Member: _______________________________________ 

	Definition of Writing-Intensive Courses:  Writing-intensive courses require meaningful reading and writing to teach course content and provide individualized instructor feedback that enhances students’ understanding of System General Education Goal #1. 


	Requirements for the Course

	[image: image1.wmf] Requires significant reading to teach course content

	[image: image2.wmf] Requires significant writing to teach course content

	[image: image3.wmf] Ties the overall grade to the quality of writing

	[image: image4.wmf] Uses writing to teach course content by requiring writing as an integral, on-going component

	[image: image5.wmf] Allows for substantive instructor feedback throughout the semester that presents students with opportunities to improve the quality of their writing

	[image: image6.wmf]Allows students the opportunity for individual attention

	[image: image7.wmf]  Makes use of the DSU Prentice Hall Reference Guide

	Requirements for the Syllabus

	[image: image8.wmf]Goal and student outcomes are stated in the syllabus.*  (IGR Goal #2 and Part III. Major Area Writing Intensive)
Goal : Students will refine their understanding and practice of reading and writing as integral parts of researching, learning, discussing, and presenting academic material.

Outcomes:
1) Read extensively and respond critically in written discourse, (for example, complete significant outside-of-class reading with corresponding writing assignments)

       2) Use writing to learn course content by practicing writing as an integral, on-going part of the course and   

       applying writing conventions of appropriate style manuals (for example, MLA, APA, Chicago)

	[image: image9.wmf]  Assessment criteria for student outcomes are stated in the syllabus. 

	[image: image10.wmf]  Weight/value of writing assignments is apparent and clearly ties the course grade to the quality of writing.

	[image: image11.wmf]  DSU Prentice Hall Reference Guide is listed as a required text. 


________________________________                   ____________________________________________


Date






Faculty Signature
Regardless of the approach taken, two characteristics will be common to all writing intensive courses: 1) students will be assessed on their progress toward the writing-intensive learning outcomes, and 2) this assessment will be a component of the course grade.

NOTE: The Goal and Student Learning Outcomes are the same for IGR Goal # 2 and Part III. Major Area Writing Intensive and are published on the BOR website http://www.sdbor.edu/policy/2-Academic_Affairs/documents/2-7.pdf and in DSU’s Catalog. The other information is for internal use only. Courses included in IGR Goal #2: ENGL 210, HIST 151, HIST 152, HIST 256, SOC 100, SOC 150, SOC 285.
Courses included in Part III. Major Area Writing Intensive Courses: ENGL/SEED 450, SCTC 303, CIS 332, ENGL 480, RESP 460, ENGL 379, BADM 344, HIM 450, EPSY 302,EXS 300,PE 341 
*The student outcome modifications were approved by the Assessment Committee on 5/8/08 and will be in DSU’s Fall 2008 catalog and submitted for BOR approval in November 2008.
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Intranet: http://www.intranet.dsu.edu/academicassessment/general_education_assessment.htm 
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