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Comics, Storyboards and Video: 
Scaffolding Essential Writing 
Skills for the 21st Century 
Student 

• Teaching the Relationships 
Between Reading, Writing, 
Sequential Art and Video 



Questions? 

• How can sequential art help 
students learn, and learn 
more rapidly? 

• How can sequential art help 
improve instruction for 
teachers with a broad 
curriculum? 

• How do we prepare students 
to communicate in the video 
medium of the 21st century? 



Brain Basis  



Novak – Concept 
Mapping 
• The material 

to be learned 
must be 
conceptually 
clear and 
presented 
with language 
and examples 
relatable to 
the learner’s 
prior 
knowledge.  

• Propositional 
statements 



Cont’ 

• For the last hundred years, if you wanted 
to communicate, you needed to know how 
to type. In the next hundred years, it is 
possible that video medium is the primary 
force of communication. To be successful 
in that medium, students need to know 
how to storyboard to communicate their 
ideas. 



Cont’ 

• This presentation helps you to create 
comics or storyboards to tell a story.  
 
Writing has justifiably held a position of 
prominence as being the “flip side” of 
reading, a critical survival skill in our era. 
 
In considering writing, though, educators 
often fall short of helping students 
developing writing skills that will enable 
them to be successful in our digital age.  



Cont’ 

• This presentation 
intends to help 
educators close the 
gap between what 
students currently 
learn and what they 
need to learn by 
outlining a process 
for early introduction 
of visual writing 
skills.  

 



Cont’ 
This presentation will discuss and offer 
suggestions for: 
 1) Developing student’s visual literacy skills  
2) Using online comic and video creation 
sites for scaffolding video development 
skills 
3) Explore the relationship between 
writing, sequential art, and storyboards 

4) Explain why drawing skills are no longer a 
necessary prerequisite to developing 
effective story boards 



Developing Visual Literacy 
through Sequential Art 

• Exposure to a wide variety of Sequential Art 
helps the student see different visual styles 
as well as different writing styles. 

• Movies are time constrained, Sequential Art 
are not. This CAN allow for more reflection 
on how the images work with the text. 

• Movies have difficulty displaying thinking. 
Sequential Art do not – shows richer 
motivations 
 



What is 
Sequential Art? 

Will Eisner who initiated 
the term Sequential Art, 
said they are “Sequential 
Art…the arrangement of 
pictures or images and 
words to narrate a story 
or dramatize an idea.” 



 
 
 
 
 

What are they? 

Graphic Novels:  

Book length, complete story 
told through a combination 
of text and sequential art. 
They encompass many 
genres; biography, action, 
horror, drama, sci-fi, 
comedy, non-fiction, etc. 

 

DON’T WAIT to get started!! 



Sequential Art 
Helps Students: 

• Develop an increased interest in 
reading 

• Increase literacy in the broad 
sense of the word 

• Develop language skills and a 
rich and varied vocabulary 

• Foster interest in a variety of 
literary genres 

• Foster interest in a broad range 
of topics 

High Interest 
Low Level 



Sequential Art 
Helps Students: 

• Stimulate a creative imagination 

• Develop an appreciation of art 

• Develop the ability to discuss 
and critique art and writing 

• Increase understanding of how 
meaning is found in visual 
phenomena 

• Enhance understanding of the 
video production process 

Middle/High 



Sequential Art Addresses 
Current, Relevant, Complex 

Issues 

Nonconformity 
Prejudice 

Coming of Age 
Social Injustice 

Personal Triumph Over 
Adversity 



    Sequential Art appeals to 

highly motivated readers. 
Gifted kids are captivated by 
the believable details of 
well-crafted imaginary 
worlds portrayed in words 

and pictures.                                 

Michael Lavin 



 

And, Stephen Krashen notes 
in his book The Power of 
Reading, that comic books 
often serve as an 
intermediary,  helping readers 
become more linguistically 
proficient before moving on 
to heavier reading. 



ESOL 

John McCourt, who teaches 
non-native English speakers at 
Chula Vista High School, 
recently incorporated 
Sequential Art into his 
lessons.  
"A lot of the vocabulary is 
college level," he said. "A lot 
of the words are SAT words. 
And it's incredible how fast 
these kids will read through 
these. They're like, 'When 
are you going to get new ones, 
Mr. McCourt?' "  

 



Vocabulary 

The average comic book 
introduces children to twice 
as many new words as the 
average children’s book and 
more than 5 times as many 
as the average child-adult 
conversation. 

from a 1993 study in The Journal of Child Language 

 



Using Them 

•They inspire writing 
assignments 

•They bring new life to 
what might otherwise be 
considered “bland” 
content 

•Offer subject matter that 
students might never 
consider 

 



Use them to teach.. 

Discrete Language Skills 

Colloquial Language 

Prediction 

Sequencing 

Literary Genres 

Character Analysis 

Identifying Themes 

Creative Writing 

Impact of Visuals 

 



Visual Literacy 

The teenage audience is 
comfortable with “reading” the 
combination of words and 
pictures. 

 

They may not understand the 
connections between the two. 

 
Visual learners seem to 
connect with Sequential Art in 
a way they cannot with text-
only books. 



Lesson Plans 

 

http://www.teachingcomics.org 

Author and Book Sites 

 

DON’T WAIT! USE IN EVERY 
SUBJECT AREA! 

Being perfect is not the goal, getting 
better at it and enjoying it more can 

be. 

 

 

 





 
Youtube had more content in five years than 
NBC, CBS & ABC combined did in their 
previous 75 years.   
 
To be successful in that medium, students 
need to know how to storyboard to 
communicate their ideas. 
 
We don’t need ALL of our students to be 
Steven Spielberg, BUT – We do need to teach 
them how to communicate effectively using 
video in the 21st Century.  









Higher Order 

Combination of images and 
text provides an excellent 
opportunity for critical 
analysis. 

Increased understanding 
of how meaning is found in 
visual phenomena 

Enhance understanding of 
popular culture and other 
media 









Copper Activity 

Piecing together the pictures 

Credit & Thanks: 

IRA World Congress 2010 

Sandy Gandy 















WebKinz Daishaw 

webkinz.pdf
trust.wmv
Daishaw.wmv


Clip of Indiana 

../Documents/fujitsu-mydocs/tie2010/Indiana  Jones escaping the Well of Souls.avi


Storyboard 

../Documents/fujitsu-mydocs/tie2010/Indiana Storyboard_1.wmv


Indiana Lego 

snake-pit.pdf
snake-pit.pdf


Curricula Focus 

Gene Yang 

Gene_Yang_article.pdf


Graphic presentation: An empirical 
examination of the graphic novel 
approach to communicate business 
concepts (2013) 

• In the study, 
the 
participants 
who had read 
the graphic 
novel excerpt 
were better 
able to 
recognize 
direct quotes 
than those 
who read the 
textbook. 



Curricula Focus 

ComicLife 
• Create “comic book” 

summaries of 
literature 
 

• Re-write textbooks 
into narrative 
format that contains 
the core content 

rockcycle-thing.pdf
rockcycle-thing.pdf
rockcycle-thing.pdf


ComicLife 



ComicLife 



ComicLife – 
at Jack 
Swigert 
Aerospace 
Academy in  
Colorado 
Springs  
 
The Thing 
about the  
Rock Cycle 

rockcycle-thing.pdf
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Rock Cycle 

rockcycle-thing.pdf


WebKinz Studio 

• Great tool 
for 
introducing 
video to 2nd 
graders. 

• Copy video 
with 
Windows 
Media 
Encoder 



Pixton.com 











XtraNormal.com 

• Creates movies from text 
 

• If you can type, it can talk 
 

• http://www.xtranormal.com
/watch/6320537 
 

• Collaborative Planning 

http://www.xtranormal.com/watch/6320537
http://www.xtranormal.com/watch/6320537
Collaborative Planning_small_WMV V9.wmv


MakeBeliefscomix.com 

Celtix Script writing tool 

http://www.makebeliefscomix.com/Comix/


Animoto 

• Combine Wordsift.com and 
Visual Thesarus to make 
vocabulary videos in 
Animoto 

• Animoto produces 30 
second videos from images, 
with a WIDE selection of 
music 



Reverse 
Storyboarding 

Another way of establishing the 

relationship between  

Video and text is through a process I 

call “Reverse Storyboarding”. 

This is where you take a movie clip, 

and make it a story. 



Select a clip from 
YouTube, then download 
using Any Video 
Converter, or similar tool 



Once downloaded, the 
movie will need to be 
converted into a format 
Adobe Premiere Elements 
can read (or use 
Cartoonize.net) 

I use .wmv on my PC 





Anderson Movie 



Import the movie 
into Adobe 
Premiere Elements 



Get your media 



Put it in the 
timeline 



Go to effects, and Apply 
NewBlue Cartoon Plus 



To Adobe Premiere 
and Comic Life 

Making Connections 
 

Text to Text 

 

Text to Self 

 

Text to World 



To Adobe Premiere 
and Comic Life 

Making Connections 
 

Scott McCloud uses the term,  

“Identification through obfuscation” 

 

Video is time constrained 

Comics are space constrained 



With Effect, the 
image looks like 

The Graphic Novel 

Anderson-comic-cutepdf-version.pdf




Photostories 

• Used to create movies from 
pictures that have been taken 
from a digital camera, scanned in, 
downloaded from the Internet or 
clip art, or created 

• You can add narration, motion, 
and music to the pictures 

• Used to reinforce learning – 
multimedia expression of ideas  



Photostory 3 – Free is 
Good! 

 Download from Microsoft 
 

Search for Photostory 3 

http://www.microsoft.com/windowsxp/using/digitalphotography/photostory/default.mspx


Photostory 3 – 
What can it do? 

Edit and add motion to Pictures 
 
Allows for Text and Narration 
 
Has built in music generator 

 
Digitales and Rubistar can  

help you evaluate 

http://www.digitales.us/evaluating/scoring_guide.php
http://rubistar.4teachers.org/index.php


Steps to Building a 
Photostory 
• 1. Import and Order your 

digital pictures. Hold shift key 
for multiple selections. You 
may want to create an all 
black jpg in paint for intros 
and credits, but this is not 
necessary. You can do basic 
cropping, remove red eye, and 
remove black borders (not 
usually recommended) here as 
well, but any in-depth photo 
editing is better left to 
another program before you 
import. Select NEXT. 



Step 2 - Adding Text 

• On this screen you can add text 

and photo effects. I do not 

recommend the photo effects, but 

text, carefully chosen and placed, 

may add to your project. Notice 

you can make the text appear in 

the right, left, top, bottom or middle 

of your picture. This is also a good 

place to Save Project. Remember 

the name of your file, and where on 

the hard drive you saved it to. 

Select NEXT. 



Step 3 – Add Narration & 
Motion 

• On this screen, you can add 

narration and customize motion. I 

recommend you add narration 

first, as that usually will dictate 

how long the photo is displayed. 

Preview your narration. If you do 

not like it, you can delete it and 

start over. 

Click “Customize Motion” to 

select the motion and duration of 

your photos. You can add 

transitions here, as well, but I do 

not recommend it to begin with. 

Later, a cross fade transition may 

be desirable. Use the rest with 

caution. Select NEXT. 



Step 4 – Add Music 

• Here you can add music by either 
selecting Create Music.  
Select your Genre from the drop 
down box. Then Style from the next 
drop down. 
Then select your preferred Band, 
Mood, Tempo and Intensity. This 
can take a lot of experimentation, 
but the default classical Amadeus, 
piano, sentimental frequently works 
well. IMPORTANT: After selecting 
music, be sure to REDUCE the 
VOLUME to slightly above LOW, or 
1/8th of total volume. This will keep 
you from drowning out narration 
with music. Preview your 
Photostory. Select NEXT. 



Step 5 – Export to .wmv 
Movie 

• Select “Save story for playback on 

computer” 

Browse to the folder you created at the 

beginning of this project. Select that 

folder. The movie file will be the same 

name as your project file. A descriptive 

filename is better than the default 

“Photostory”. 

Quality Settings are generally set to 

“Profile for Computers 2 - 640 x 480”. 

Save Project.  Select NEXT. 

 

• Your movie, with narration, pictures, 

and music is created! 

 

• White Water Rafting by Jack Geary 

 

White Water Rafting_small_WMV V9.wmv


Don’t forget: 
You can copy-

paste this 
slide into 

other 
presentations
, and move or 

resize the 
poll. 



Poetry 

• It’s Dark in Here by Shel 

Silverstein 

 

• UCLA film school uses 

poetry to teach their film 

students the principals of 

timing in the video creation 

process 

 

• Poetry, especially rhyme and 

verse, are essential 21st 

Century technology and 

writing skills! 

 

lions.wmv


Baby Shoes 

Hemingway – 
“ the best 
story I ever 
wrote was 
“For sale, 
baby shoes, 
never worn” 

• Create a 
backstory 
video 



Baby Shoes 

Hemingway – 
“ the best 
story I ever 
wrote was 
“For sale, 
baby shoes, 
never worn” 

• Create a 
backstory 
video 



Photostory 3 – 
Caveats 

Keep music VERY low if 
there is narration 

 

Can convert to AVI for 
DVD playing, but not in 
PS3 – Use MovieMaker 
Live on a PC 

Great for making 
booktrailers & booktalks 

 

http://www.homepages.dsu.edu/mgeary/booktrailers/default.htm


Photostory 3 – 
Caveats 

Use big pictures 
- You can shrink, but 
not expand digital 
pictures 

Create a blank all black 
or all white picture 
for intro or closing 
text 

Go to the tutorial! 

http://www.homepages.dsu.edu/mgeary
http://www.homepages.dsu.edu/mgeary


Food for Thought 

“On the basis of my personal 
experience and the research 
available, I would go so far as 
to say if you have a child who is 
struggling with reading, 
connect him or her with 
comics. If an interest appears, 
feed it with more comics.” 

~ Jim Trelease 

Author and Educator 



Food for Thought 

"Sequential Art are terrific in 
that they have a good story 
but they have pictures and 
images that teens can relate 
to and enjoy. So you get the 
combination of the words and 
the images that help pick up 
on the power of images in 
teens' lives."  

~ Maurice Freedman, President  
American Library Association  



Food for Thought 

"Readers in the 21st century 
need to be able to analyze what 
they read and understand the 
motive of the author and the 
accuracy of the reading. They 
need to see themselves as 
active users, not merely vessels 
to be filled. Sequential Art 
offer a forum for these 
essential discussions."  

~ Nancy Frey 
Educator and Author 



TEXTS 

The 101 Best Sequential Art by 
Stephen Weiner 

Developing and Promoting 
Graphic Novel Collections (Teens 
@ the Library Series) 
by Steve Miller  

Getting Graphic: Using 
Sequential Art to Promote 
Literacy with Preteens and Teens 
by Michele Gorman 
 

http://noflyingnotights.com/ 

http://noflyingnotights.com/


Writing Visually TEXTS 

Understanding Comics by Scott 
McCloud 

Making Comics by Scott McCloud 

Back of the Napkin by Dan Roam 

Comics and Sequential Art by 
Will Eisner 

Graphic StoryTelling and Visual 
Narrative by Will Eisner 
 

http://scottmccloud.com/ 

Chrome 

google-chrome-comic.pdf


Suggested Skills Sequencing 
 

Kamishibai w KidPix      K-1st 

 

Webkinz Studio                2nd -3rd 

 

Photostory/Online Comics    4th on up 

 

XtraNormal/Adobe Story  6th-7th on up 

 

Adobe  Premier Elements - High School 



Hook 

Your content area 
here 
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Recommendations 

• Ditch the textbook for experienced 
teachers 

• Pay them to develop their own materials 

• Look for the emotional engagement of 
the new content 

• Refer them to the IERG.net website for 
planning frameworks 

• Use sequential art as a resource for 
ALL subjects 
mark.geary@dsu.edu 



BOTN 
Dan Roam 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



Hindenburg 



BF Skinner 



DSU Library 



Michael Jordan on 
Failure 



Questions? 

• How can sequential art help 
students learn, and learn 
more rapidly? 

• How can sequential art help 
improve instruction for 
teachers with a broad 
curriculum? 

• How do we prepare students 
to communicate in the video 
medium of the 21st century? 

Mark.Geary at DSU.edu 


