[image: image1.png]a0



GS: 100 University Experience Syllabus

Dakota State University

	Dakota State University 

Semester:  Fall 2006

Meeting Time:  TTH 1pm

Location:  DSU Campus, Beadle 334
	Office Location:  Beadle 219  

Office Hours:  TR 9-11am, 3-4pm
Office Phone: 7306

email:  justin.blessinger@dsu.edu 


Course Prefix, Number, Title, Credit Hours: GS 100, University Experience, 0
Course Meeting Time and Location: T-TH 2:30-3:20  BH110
Seminar Description: The primary purpose of GS 100 is to help students transition successfully to the university. The focus of the course will include familiarizing students with campus resources and to facilitate their engagement in the university experience. Through group discussions with a faculty mentor, students will develop critical thinking and social interaction skills to prepare them for the academic environment. Students will become active participants in the university community. Course content will include access to university resources, college policies, role of the academic advisor, student support services, and university academic requirements.  
Use of Tablets in the Classroom:  The Tablet PC platform has been adopted across the DSU campus for all students and faculty, and tablet usage has been integrated into all DSU classes to enhance the learning environment. Tablet usage for course-related activities, note taking, and research is allowed and encouraged by DSU instructors.  However, inappropriate and distracting use will not be tolerated in the classroom.  Instructors set policy for individual classes and are responsible for informing students of class-specific expectations relative to Tablet PC usage. Failure to follow the instructor’s guidelines will hinder academic performance and may lead to disciplinary actions. Continued abuse may lead to increased tablet restrictions for the entire class.
Because tablet technology is an integral part of this course, it is the student’s responsibility to ensure that his/her Tablet PC is operational prior to the beginning of each class period. 

Description of Instructional Methods: The University Experience course is designed to encourage interaction between students; therefore, students can expect to be engaged in active learning situations, including pair work, group discussions, Internet activities, and class presentations.
Course Requirements

Attendance policy: All first-time, degree-seeking freshmen must join a University Experience course. Students are expected to attend all sessions and are responsible for the material covered or assigned during absences. If a student fails to attend a session, the facilitator will issue an Early Alert Referral to the Student Development Office and to the student's academic advisor.  

Make-up policy: Students are responsible for any work or material covered on a missed day. If a student misses a seminar, he/she should contact the facilitator to receive instructions on how to make up the materials. 
Grading policy: Grading is based on attendance and participation.  Attendance at fewer than 70% of the sessions will result in a grade of “U” – Unsatisfactory.  
Academic Honesty: Cheating and other forms of academic dishonesty run contrary to the purpose of higher education and will not be tolerated. Instances of academic dishonesty will result in a zero. DSU’s policy on academic integrity (DSU Policy 04-05-00) is available online at http://www.departments.dsu.edu/hr/newsite/policies/040500.htm.

Student Learning Outcomes:

In written assignments, in class discussions and exercises students should be able to:

1. Make key connections with other students, faculty, advisors, and support staff at DSU. 

2. Describe DSU’s campus resources, activities, curriculum, and policies to aid students’ transition from high school to college.

3. Develop and obtain personal goals for college learning, social growth, and academic and career planning.

4. Develop or enhance study skills essential for academic success.

ADA Statement:  If there is any student in this class who, due to a disability, has need for non-standard note taking, test taking, or other course modification, please contact the DSU ADA Coordinator, Keith Bundy, 256-5121, located in the lower level of the Trojan Center, as soon as possible.  The web site for requesting accommodations is: http://www.departments.dsu.edu/disability_services/ .  Please be sure to fill out this form and be able to provide documentation verifying your disability.

Freedom in Learning Statement:  Students are responsible for learning the content of any course of study in which they are enrolled. Under Board of Regents and University policy, student academic performance shall be evaluated solely on an academic basis and students should be free to take reasoned exception to the data or views offered in any course of study.  It has always been the policy of Dakota State University to allow students to appeal the decisions of faculty, administrative, and staff members and the decisions of institutional committees.  Students who believe that an academic evaluation is unrelated to academic standards but is related instead to judgment of their personal opinion or conduct should contact the dean of the college which offers the class to initiate a review of the evaluation.

Academic Success Support:  As your professor, I am committed to supporting YOUR academic success in this course.  For that reason, if you demonstrate any academic performance or behavioral problems which may impede your success, I may discuss and attempt to resolve the issue with you, or I may, if the situation requires, forward my concern to the Student Development Office and your academic advisor to seek their support and assistance in the matter.  My goal is to make your learning experience in this course as meaningful and successful as possible.

Course Schedule 

	Orientation
	Getting Acquainted 

	August 30
	Learning the Ropes, Part I - Classes

	September 6
	Learning the Ropes, Part II – Resources at DSU and in Madison

	September 11
	Managing Your Life

	September 13
	Revving-Up Your Study Skills

	September 18
	Understanding Academic Advising

	September 20
	Understanding Academic Requirements

	September 25
	Exploring Careers and Majors

	September 27
	Learning to Use WebAdvisor

	October 16
	Preparing to Register 


http://courses.dsu.edu/fss/ 
