Mission First ~ Family Always 
              ************                  Mission First ~ Family Always 


Btry A 2/147th Field Artillery Family Readiness/Support Group

Sisseton/Watertown
On December 6, 2003 a National Guard Readiness/Support meeting was held at Dacotah Bank in Sisseton.  CPT Lucas Lentsch and 1SG Mike Jensen spoke to those in attendance.  They want to make sure that everyone knows what a great group of soldiers that we have in the unit.  They know their job and want to complete the mission safely and get back home.  Some helpful hints from the CPT and 1SG are: a) make sure to allow soldiers some space to deal with issues; b) while the soldiers are at the armory they are preparing for deployment, please allow them the time to do this.  Time will be set aside for families to visit with family members while at the armory; c) help the soldiers prepare, make sure that they have addresses, birthdates….  This is your final week before they have to report to the armory.   






 NO FAMILY LEFT BEHIND
We need to make sure that our soldiers are focusing on the mission at hand; therefore we are implementing the “No Family Left Behind” rule.  What this implies is that if you do not attend meetings we will be in contact through telephone calls and newsletters.  If you are not being contacted please contact Tammy Chase (698-7438).  Again our soldiers are mainly concerned with the families that are going to be at home, we need to assure them that we will be okay and will work together as a Family in the National Guard Family.

          My Pay / LES


All soldiers have completed the

paperwork for “My Pay”, please make sure

that you talk to your soldiers about the 

web site, passwords and how to get to it.

This is where you will be able to check your

leaves and Earnings Statements (LES), to

make sure that your soldier is getting the

correct pay.  It is very important to check

the LES for the first 3 to 6 months, at the 

end and 15th of the month.  Things will 

change as locations change.  Also

make sure to keep copies of all LES’s for 

the soldiers file.


Please email your email address to Tammy at cbchase@sbtc.net

State Family Program Office ~ 1-800-658-3930


The State Family Program office is in Rapid City on Camp Rapid.  The State Family Program Coordinator is Steve Dunn and his assistant Kristi Palmer.   If you have any questions on Tri-Care, Pay Issues…. You can contact the Military Issues Coordinator, Michelle Anderson at 1-800-658-3930.  You will be receiving information on the key family program volunteers for Btry A during the briefings.  If you have any questions before then, you can contact the Lead Volunteer for Btry A, Tammy Chase at 698-7438 (h), 698-7122 (w) or by email cbchase@sbtc.net.









Mobilization Briefing /








Activation Ceremony







As soon as we have confirmed dates for the 







Activation Ceremony and Mobilization Briefings, we







will implement the telephone tree to get the 







information to you ASAP.  We do know that the 







ceremony and briefings will be held in Sisseton.







At the mobilization briefings we are hoping to have 







the ID machine for ID cards for spouses and 







children that qualify.  You will need to make sure to







have proper identification with you at that time.  If we







do not have enough time to complete the family ID







cards we will schedule another date.  At the briefings







we will have information of all kinds for you, from 







Tri-Care to Red Cross to the Family Program.


Family Program Fundraisers

Yellow Magnet Ribbons $3.00

Soldier Photo Frames $15.00

Btry A embroidered shirts – $18-$28

General Support t-shirt - $5.00
          
      Communication with Soldier

2” button with soldier photo - $2.00 
     
We are very fortunate in today’s age with the


(If interested in any of these please 

technology that we are allowed overseas.  With

   call Tammy @ 698-7438)


email and telephone calls, please do not forget







that there is nothing like getting a letter or package.
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ORDERS


Make sure to have multiple copies of your soldier’s orders.  You will need these copies for various things, for instance, if you have cell service and need to cancel, you cannot do it if you are not listed on the policy, the same applies to other services.





RED CROSS (1-877-272-7337)


Information that you should have available to speed up a Red Cross call:


~ Full Name and rank of soldier


~ Social Security #


~ Unit name and location (when mobilized)


~ Unit Commander (CPT Lucas Lentsch)


~ Unit 1SG (Mike Jensen)


~ Alternate number & contact for you


~ Contact 1-800-658-3930 (State Family Program Office) and they will contact the unit before Red Cross and get the ball rolling.  If you have a “What’s Next” or “Mission Readiness” book please fill out the inside front cover with this and other vital information.  This will speed things up.  


	Please keep in mind that a Red Cross notification does not guarantee return of your service member.


	Make sure to also give this information to the Doctor and Nurse and give them permission to give the information to the Red Cross regarding the status of the patient for verification.





Great Gift Ideas


~ Organizer with all emails, birthdates, and anniversary dates.


~ Computer Lexar JumpDrive, this can be purchased at Wal-Mart.  This will allow the soldier to download all emails and go to another computer to look through them.  With limited internet access this is a great gift idea.  (128 MB is $35 and 256 MB in $75)








Rumor Control


    The most important thing we can do on the Family Program end of a deployment is to stop the rumors.  If you are not sure about something please make sure to confirm the information.  If you do not hear the information from the unit family program (phone tree or newsletter) or your soldier, it may not be true.  We have callers on the telephone tree that will call with the information that is passed from CPT Lentsch.





Make sure that you have your soldiers AKO (Army Knowledge Online) email address for emailing them when they are gone.  It usually will have first name.last name@us.army.mil





MEDIA TIPS


With all the attention on deployment, the media may contact you for interviews, if you are unsure of anything or have any questions, please contact the PA (public affairs) office at 605-737-6731.  Never give out soldiers name, dates of deployment, home address, phone number, location of guard member or where they are going.


When withholding this information you are insuring the safety of our family and guard members.  The war against terrorism is being fought on many fronts ~ including in American towns and cities.  We all must be diligent when it comes to Operational Security.








Support Meetings


	The Sisseton Support Group will be meeting on Sunday the 11th of  January at 1:30 P.M.  As of now we are planning on meeting at the armory in Sisseton.  If the location is changed we will let you know.


	We will set a date for the meetings in Watertown and let you know that date, and location.  We will give the same information out at both meetings.








