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To all our Family, Friends, and neighbors, the intent of this writing is to try to convey back to the home front the experience of South Dakota’s Citizen Soldiers who have been called to serve our Country.

We, the soldiers of Battery A, 2nd BN 147th Field Artillery currently located at Camp Virginia, Kuwait, are doing great!  The challenges that we faced initially with our mobilization on the 15th of December have proved to be obtainable.  Our training at Fort Sill, Oklahoma was fast paced.  We accomplished different training variations from Common Tasks Testing to Convoy Operations to Weapons Qualification with our individual weapons. Now that we’re in Kuwait, our training for moving forward into Iraq continues on.  Our arrival into theatre has allowed us to begin networking with the unit that we are here to replace.  In addition, other seasoned units have been instrumental in sharing lessons learned of their experiences in the theatre of operations. It is clear that our success lies in three areas:  safety, discipline, and standards.  One main function of our unit is to take positive control of our environment in every scenario that we find ourselves in.  We look forward to working with the citizens of Iraq.

As the political landscape continues to unfold in Iraq, our level of anticipation continues to increase.  Clearly, our unit has transitioned from citizen to soldier.  The warrior mentality with situational awareness is reinforced daily.  In our current base camp, we have soldiers from around the world as a direct result of the United States working with her allies.  The soldiers here are from Japan, El Salvador, Poland, Mongolia, Spain, and Honduras just to name a few.  To see so many people from vast locations of the world, we begin to feel the awesome impact of our nation’s leadership.  It is clear that we are here to liberate the oppressed.  We understand the impact of doing our part.  The risks are inherent to this duty; however, by honoring those that have served before us, we find the wherewithal to sustain our personal courage.  

With such a capable unit and force, we will do our mission successfully and safely.  Having received our vehicles and equipment from the military cargo transport ship, we are days from crossing North into Iraq.  Our main effort will be based around daily Convoy Security, Force Protection, and Captured Enemy Ammunition operations.  We have received our new IBA (Individual Body Armor) with SAPI plates (Small Arms Protective Insert).  As our unit enters the next phase of this war, Operation Iraqi Freedom II, we understand that our enemy is faceless.  We know that in many cases, we may not see those that wish us harm.  However, I can assure you that our soldiers are trained to react in a fashion that is unrelenting to anyone who wishes us harm.  We do face a number of different threats that we have trained to counter such as an IED (Improvised Explosive Device), UXO (Un-Exploded Ordinance), and SAF (Small Arms Fire).  It is clear that those who wish us harm are not going to win.  Our fellow Americans are laying down their lives here; we will not falter.  As I write this, I find myself thinking about an excerpt from President John F. Kennedy’s Inaugural Address, “Let every nation know, whether it wishes us well or ill, that we shall pay any price, bear any burden, meet any hardship, support any friend, oppose any foe to assure the survival and the success of liberty. This much we pledge--and more.”

We truly have much to be thankful for in South Dakota and the United States.  To see this part of the world, one begins to understand that our presence here is having a direct impact on the people who have lived with fear and oppression.  In conclusion, our morale is high, our food is good, the weather is warming up, and the wind is showing its’ strength.  The plentiful sand is blowing to yet another home on this ever-changing landscape.  Thank you for keeping us in your thoughts and prayers.  Until our safe return, we remain your faithful South Dakota Citizen Soldiers.

Lucas Lentsch, Commander, Battery A, 2nd BN 147th Field Artillery.

