BTRY A 2/147th FA

15 April 2004


To all our friends, family, and neighbors:  The intent of this writing is to convey back to the home front the experiences of these South Dakota Citizen Soldiers who have been called to serve.  Battery A, 2nd BN 147th Field Artillery is headquartered out of Sisseton with a detachment in Watertown.  Soldiers are from several North Eastern South Dakota communities.
“Iraq is the battleground for civilization.  That is why our enemies are throwing everything they can at you.  If you help create the first free and tolerant Arab country in the heart of Islam, they are doomed.  If we fail in Iraq, we are doomed.  Our enemies know this.  We need to know this.”  Dennis Prager, The American Legion Magazine, Dear American soldier in Iraq, March 2004.
Recently, we received a copy of the above magazine from back home.  As we read this particular article, it gave many of us a new perspective towards the mission that we are here to do.  How quickly things change.  A month ago, we were conducting MEDCAPs (Medical Civil Affairs Programs) in remote locations here in Central Iraq.  The programs are designed to bring basic medical care to the impoverished rural areas.  Now, we are witness to a militant Shiite cleric, Muqtada al-Sadr, and his militia, the Mehdi Army, and others trying to disrupt progress of a free Iraq.  Sadr rallies around ideals that are extreme in comparison to the direction that the Iraqi people wish for.  Violence can be a safe haven for those who fear change.  With the handover to the Iraqi Governing Council this June, it will be the Iraqi people that control their success.  
Central Iraq is the focal point of militant activity trying to destabilize the Iraqi Governing Council’s progress.  From the U.S. Marines in Fallujah to the U.S. Army in Najaf, we are witness to American Soldiers at their best.  Battery A, 2/147th has been close to a massive troop movement in support of re-stabilizing Iraq.  We went from being a very small base camp doing our own mission to now being called Camp Duke with over a couple of thousand soldiers.  The equipment alone for such a mission is mind-boggling.  Just outside of our Battery Headquarters, at one time a location with infrequent traffic, the 1st Infantry Division working 24-hour operations.  We watch imbedded reporters from international news agencies working closely with the leadership on the ground in support of major operations.
Is patriotism alive?  We have one flagpole at our location that we have been using since our arrival in late February.  On that flagpole, our Nation’s flag is flying high, and just beneath it is the South Dakota State flag.  We’ve seen many a soldier point to the flags with admiration.  One young Sergeant that I walked up to was sitting on the ground cross-legged looking hot, tired, and thirsty.  He was staring off into the distance behind me.  When I asked him how he was doing, he just said, “I’ve been all over this country, and that flag is the best sight I’ve seen.  We wear the flag on our shoulder…to see it flying…awesome…I’m better now.”
The men of Battery A, 2/147th FA continue to make strides daily.  As we plan and execute operations, we learn from our actions.  The military uses a technique called After Action Reviews (AARs).  It is a time where we come together after major events to discuss what was supposed to happen, what did happen, what went right, what went wrong, and what we can do to make it better the next time.  To come from so many backgrounds with such independence, everyone is doing great adjusting to military structures.  The diversity of talent is a constant source of strength.
Captured Enemy Ammunition site security and convoy escort security is still our primary mission.  With all that’s been going on, we have been conducting 24-hour base camp security operations.  Troop sleep rotation is a serious planning factor when working extended periods of time within a continuous operation.  The weather has been good for us.  Individual water consumption rises with the temperatures.  The approximately two week rest-and-recuperation rotations will be starting during the month of May lasting through November for our soldiers currently in theatre.  The South Dakota National Guard family support groups have been a wonderful component of our deployment – thank you.  
In closing, we all look forward to the June 30th handover to the Iraqi Governing Council.  America cannot solve all of Iraq’s challenges.  It has to be the Iraqi people.  As Abraham Lincoln said, “The ballot is stronger than the bullet.”  We have set the stage for a free Arab country.  It is difficult to see the price that Americans are paying not only here, on the home front as well.  Many soldiers have died in support of Iraq’s liberation.  The resolve of the American Public may appear to waver at times.  Let me assure you, the resolve of the American Soldier does not falter.  These men and women who have fought and continue to fight beside each other and who have died beside each other make the future worth fighting for.  The terrorist has no power over us.  They survive on instilling fear.  These great Americans will continue to seek out anyone who wishes these Iraqi people and the Iraqi government harm.  When the “al Sadrs” of the world come out, the world will unify, remove them, and/or destroy them.
Thank you for keeping us in your thoughts and prayers.  Until our safe return, we remain your faithful South Dakota Citizen Soldiers.
Lucas Lentsch, Commander, Battery A, 2nd Battalion, 147th Field Artillery.
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